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through this Chair and through your exam-
ple, you will become a model for the rest of
the world because the world will always need
models for peace.

Thank you, and God bless you all. (Ap-
plause.)

f

PRESIDENT CLINTON’S VISIT TO
ENGLAND, NORTHERN IRELAND,
AND IRELAND

Mr. DODD. Mr. President, I join my
colleagues in congratulating President
Clinton on his trip to Northern Ireland,
Ireland, and England and I commend
him for his continuing contributions to
the peace process which have helped si-
lence the guns for more than 15
months.

I was honored to travel with the
President on that trip. Not since Presi-
dent Kennedy’s visit to Ireland in 1963
have the people of that island so warm-
ly welcomed an American President. It
was also the first time that an Amer-
ican President visited Northern Ire-
land.

On a sunny day in Dublin, a huge
crowd turned out to hear the Presi-
dent’s address in front of the Bank of
Ireland at College Green where he was
awarded the Freedom of the City. And
later that day he addressed Ireland’s
Parliament, the Dáil.

Among other things, the President
spoke eloquently about the tragedy of
the famine 150 years ago and the most
bittersweet of blessings which came
from it—the arrival in America of Irish
immigrants who would help build our
country. Today, 44 million Americans
claim Irish descent. They are Protes-
tants and Catholics. Many came during
the famine and many came before. All
want peace in Northern Ireland. As one
of those 44 million Irish Americans, I
am grateful for the leadership the
President has shown in helping to
bring peace to that island which means
so much to so many of us.

I ask unanimous consent that the
President’s remarks in Dublin be print-
ed in the RECORD following my re-
marks.

There being no objection, the re-
marks were ordered to be printed in
the RECORD, as follows:
REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT IN ADDRESS TO

THE PEOPLE OF IRELAND, BANK OF IRELAND
AT COLLEGE GREEN, DUBLIN, IRELAND, DE-
CEMBER 1, 1995
Thank you very much. (Applause.) First,

let me say to all of you Dubliners and all Ire-
land, Hillary and I have loved our trip to
your wonderful country. (Applause.) To the
Taoiseach and Mrs. Bruton; Lord Mayor
Loftus and Lady Loftus; City Manager Frank
Feely; to all the aldermen who conferred this
great honor on me.

To the Americans in the audience, wel-
come to all of you. (Applause.) Are there any
Irish in the audience? (Applause.) I want to
say also how pleased I am to be here with a
number of Irish American members of the
United States Congress; and the Irish Amer-
ican Director of the Peace Corps, Mark
Gearan; the Irish American Secretary of
Education Richard Riley; and the Secretary
of Commerce Ron Brown, who wishes today
he were Irish American. Thank you all for
being here. (Applause.)

I was on this college green once before.
Yes. In 1968, when I was almost as young as
some of the young students over there. (Ap-
plause.) Lord Mayor, I never dreamed I
would be back here on this college green in
this capacity, but I am delighted to be here.
And I thank you. (Applause.)

I am told that in earlier times the honor I
have just received, being awarded the Free-
dom of the City, meant you no longer had to
pay tolls to the Vikings. I’m going to try
that on the Internal Revenue Service when I
get home. I hope it will work. (Laughter.)
Whether it does or not, I am proud to say
that I am now a free man of Dublin. (Ap-
plause.)

To look out into this wonderful sea of Irish
faces on this beautiful Irish day I feel like a
real ‘‘Dub’’ today—is that what I’m supposed
to say? (Applause.) Not only that, I know we
have a handy football team. (Laughter.)

Let me say that, as a lot of you know, be-
cause of events developing in Bosnia and the
prospect of peace there, I had to cut short
my trip. But there are a few signs out there
I want to respond to. I will return to
Ballybunion for my golf game. (Laughter and
applause.)

I am also pleased to announce that Presi-
dent Robinson has accepted my invitation to
come to the United States next June to con-
tinue our friendship. (Applause.)

There’s another special Irish-American I
want to mention today and that is our dis-
tinguished Ambassador to Ireland, Jean Ken-
nedy Smith—(applause)—who came here
with her brother, President Kennedy, 32
years ago and who has worked very hard also
for the cause of peace in Northern Ireland.
(Applause.)

Years ago, Americans learned about Dublin
from the stories of James Joyce and Sean
O’Casey. Today, America and the world still
learn about Dublin and Ireland through the
words of Sebastian Barry, Paula Meehin,
Roddy Doyle—(applause)—through the films
of Jim Sheridan, Neil Jordan; through the
voices of Mary Black and the Delores
Keane—(applause)—and yes, through the
Cranberries and U–2. (Applause.) I hear all
about how America’s global—the world’s
global culture is becoming more American,
but I believe if you want to grasp the global
culture you need to come to Ireland. (Ap-
plause.)

All of you know that I have family ties
here. My mother was a Cassidy, and how I
wish she were alive to be here with me
today. She would have loved the small towns
and she would have loved Dublin. Most of all,
she would have loved the fact that in Ire-
land, you have nearly 300 racing days a year.
(Laughter.) She loved the horses.

I understand that there are some Cassidys
out in the audience today. And if they are, I
want to say in my best Arkansas accent,
cead mile failte—(applause)—beatha saol
agus slainte. (Applause.)

One hundred and fifty years ago, the crops
of this gorgeous island turned black in the
ground and one-fourth of your people either
starved from the hunger or were lost to emi-
gration. That famine was the greatest trag-
edy in Irish history. But out of that horrible
curse came the most bittersweet of bless-
ings—the arrival in my country of millions
of new Americans who built the United
States and climbed to the top of its best
works. For every person here in Ireland
today, 12 more in the United States have
proud roots in Irish soil. (Applause.)

Perhaps the memory of the famine ex-
plains in part the extraordinary generosity
of the Irish people, not just to needy neigh-
bors in the local parish, but to strangers all
around the globe. You do not forget those
who still go hungry in the world today; who
yearn simply to put food on the table and

clothes on their backs. In places as far away
as the Holy Land, Asia and Africa, the Irish
are helping people to build a future of hope.

Your sons and daughters in the Gardai and
the defense forces take part in some of the
most demanding missions of goodwill, keep-
ing the peace, helping people in war-torn
lands turn from conflict to cooperation.
Whenever the troubled places of the earth
call out for help, from Haiti to Lebanon, the
Irish are always among the very first to an-
swer the call.

Your commitment to peace helps conquer
foes that threaten us all. And on behalf of
the people of the United States, I say to the
people of Ireland: We thank you for that
from the bottom of our hearts. (Applause.)

Ireland is helping beat back the forces of
hatred and destruction all around the
world—the spread of weapons of mass de-
struction, terrorism, ethnic hatreds, reli-
gious fanaticism, the international drug
trade. Ireland is helping to beat back these
forces that wage war against all humanity.
You are an inspiration to people around the
world. You have made peace heroic. Nowhere
are the people of Ireland more important in
the cause of peace today than right here at
home.

Tuesday night, before I left the United
States to come here, I received the happy
word that the Taoiseach and Prime Minister
Major had opened a gateway to a just and
lasting peace, a peace that will lift the lives
of your neighbors in Northern Ireland and
their neighbors in the towns and counties
that share the Northern border. That was the
greatest welcome anyone could have asked
for. I applaud the Taoiseach for his courage,
but I know that the courage and the heart of
the Irish people made it possible. And I
thank you for what you did. (Applause.)

Waging peace is risky. It takes courage
and strength that is a hard road. It is easier,
as I said yesterday, to stay with the old
grudges and the old habits. But the right
thing to do is to reach for a new future of
peace—not because peace is a document on
paper, or even a handshake among leaders,
but because it changes people’s lives in fun-
damental and good ways.

Yesterday in Northern Ireland I saw that
for myself. I saw it on the floor of the
Mackie Plant in Belfast, with Catholics and
Protestants working side by side to build a
better future for their families. I heard it in
the voices of the two extraordinary children
you may have seen on your television, one a
Catholic girl, the other a Protestant boy,
who introduced me to the people of Belfast
with their hands joined, telling the world of
their hopes for the future, a future without
bullets or bombs, in which the only barriers
they face are the limits to their dreams.

As I look out on this sea of people today I
tell you that the thing that moved me most
in that extraordinary day in Northern Ire-
land yesterday was that the young people,
Catholic and Protestant alike, made it clear
to me not only with their words, but by the
expressions on their faces that they want
peace and decency among all people. (Ap-
plause.)

I know well that the immigration from
your country to the shores of mine helped to
make America great. But I want more than
anything for the young people of Ireland,
wherever they live on this island, to be able
to grow up and live out their dreams close to
their roots in peace and honor and freedom
and equality. (Applause.)

I could not say it better than your Nobel
Prize-winning poet, Seamus Heany, has said:
‘‘We are living in a moment where hope and
history rhyme.’’ In Dublin, if there is peace
in Northern Ireland, it is your victory, too.
And I ask all of you to think about the next
steps we must take.
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Stand with the Taoiseach as he takes risks

for peace. Realize how difficult it is for
them, having been in their patterns of oppo-
sition for so long to the north of you. And re-
alize that those of you who have more emo-
tional and physical space must reach out and
help them to take those next hard steps. It is
worth doing.

And to you, this vast, wonderful throng of
people here, and all of the people of Ireland,
I say: America will be with you as you walk
the road of peace. We know from our own ex-
perience that making peace among people of
different cultures is the work of a lifetime. It
is a constant challenge to find strength amid
diversity, to learn to respect differences in-
stead of run from them. Every one of us must
fight the struggle within our own spirit. We
have to decide whether we will define our
lives primarily based on who we are, or who
we are not; based on what we are for, or what
we are against. There are always things to be
against in life, and we have to stand against
the bad things we should stand against.

But the most important thing is that we
have more in common with people who ap-
pear on the surface to be different from us
than most of us know. And we have more to
gain by reaching out in the spirit of brother-
hood and sisterhood to those people than we
can possibly know. That is the challenge the
young people of this generation face. (Ap-
plause.)

When President Kennedy came here a gen-
eration ago and spoke in this city he said
that he sincerely believed—and I quote—
‘‘that your future is as promising as your
past is proud; that your destiny lies not as a
peaceful island in a sea of troubles, but as a
maker and shaper of world peace.’’

A generation later Ireland has claimed
that destiny. Yours is a more peaceful land
in a world that is ever more peaceful in sig-
nificant measure because of the efforts of the
citizens of Ireland. For touching the hearts
and minds of peace-loving people in every
corner of the world; for the risk you must
now continue to take for peace; for inspiring
the nations of the world by your example;
and for giving so much to make America
great, America says, thank you.

Thank you, Ireland, and God bless you all.
(Applause.)
REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT IN ADDRESS TO

THE IRISH PARLIAMENT, DAIL CHAMBER AT
LEINSTER HOUSE, DUBLIN, IRELAND, DECEM-
BER 1, 1995
Mr. Speaker Comhaile, you appear to be

someone who can be trusted with the budget.
(Laughter and applause.) Such are the vagar-
ies of faith which confront us all. (Laughter
and applause.)

To the Taoiseach, the Tanaiste, members
of the Dail and the Seanad, head of the Sen-
ate: I’m honored to be joined here, as all of
you know, by my wife, members of our Cabi-
net and members of the United States Con-
gress of both parties—the congressional con-
gregation chaired by Congressman Walsh—
they are up there. They got an enormous
laugh out of the comments of the Comhaile.
(Laughter.) For different reasons they were
laughing. (Laughter.)

I thank you for the honor of inviting me
here, and I am especially pleased to be here
at this moment in your history—before the
elected representatives of a strong, con-
fident, democratic Ireland; a nation today
playing a greater role in world affairs than
ever before.

We live in a time of immense hope and im-
mense possibility; a time captured, I believe,
in the wonderful lines of your poet, Seamus
Heaney, when he talked of the ‘‘longed-for
tidal wave of justice can rise up and hope
and history rhyme.’’ That is the time in
which we live.

It’s the world’s good fortune that Ireland
has become a force for fulfilling that hope
and redeeming the possibilities of mankind—
a force for good far beyond your numbers.
And we are all the better for it.

Today I have traveled from the North
where I have seen the difference Ireland’s
leadership has made for peace there. At the
lighting of Belfast’s Christmas tree for tens
of thousands of people there, in the faces of
two communities divided by bitter history,
we saw the radiance of optimism born, espe-
cially among the young of both commu-
nities. In the voices of the Shankill and the
Falls, there was a harmony of new hope
which we saw. I saw that the people want
peace—and they will have it.

George Bernard Shaw, with his wonderful
Irish love of irony, said, ‘‘Peace is not only
better than war, but infinitely more ardu-
ous.’’ Well, today, I thank Prime Minister
Bruton and former Prime Minister Reynolds
and Deputy Prime Minister Spring and Brit-
ain’s Prime Minister Major, and others, but
especially these, for their unfailing dedica-
tion to the arduous task of peace.

From the Downing Street Declaration to
the historic cease-fire that began 15 months
ago, to Tuesday’s announcement of the twin-
track initiative which will open a dialogue
in which all voices can be heard and all view-
points can be represented, they have taken
great risks without hesitation. They’ve cho-
sen a harder road than the comfortable path
of pleasant, present pieties. But what they
have done is right. And the children and
grandchildren of this generation of Irish will
reap the rewards.

Today, I renew America’s pledge. Your
road is our road. We want to walk it to-
gether. We will continue our support—politi-
cal, financial and moral—to those who take
risks for peace. I am proud that our adminis-
tration was the first to support in the execu-
tive budget sent to the Congress the Inter-
national Fund for Ireland—because we be-
lieve that those on both sides of the border
who have been denied so much for so long
should see that their risks are rewarded with
the tangible benefits of peace.

In another context a long time ago, Mr.
Yeats reminded us that too long a sacrifice
can make a stone of the heart. We must not
let the hearts of the young people who yearn
for peace turn to stone.

I want to thank you here, not only for the
support you’ve given your leaders in working
for peace in Northern Ireland, but for the ex-
traordinary work you have done to wage
peace over war all around the world. Almost
1,500 years ago, Ireland stood as a lone bea-
con of civilization to a continent shrouded in
darkness.

It has been said, probably without over-
statement, that the Irish, in that dark pe-
riod, saved civilization. Certainly you saved
the records of our civilization—our shared
ideas, are shared ideals, our priceless record-
ings of them.

Now, in our time, when so many nations
seek to overcome conflict and barbarism, the
light still shines out of Ireland. Since 1958,
almost 40 years now, there has never been a
single, solitary day that Irish troops did not
stand watch for peace on a distant shore. In
Lebanon, in Cyprus, in Somalia, in so many
other places, more than 41,000 Irish military
and police personnel have served over the
years as peacekeepers—an immense con-
tribution for a nation whose Armed Forces
today number fewer than 13,000.

I know that during your presidency of the
European Union next year, Ireland will help
to lead the effort to build security for a sta-
ble, strong and free Europe. For all—all you
have done, and for your steadfast devotion to
peace, I salute the people of Ireland.

Our Nation also has a vital stake in a Eu-
rope that is stable, strong and free—some-

thing which is now in reach for the first time
since nation-states appeared on the con-
tinent of Europe so many centuries ago. But
we know such a Europe can never be built as
long as conflict tears at the heart of the con-
tinent in Bosnia. The fire there threatens
the emerging democracies of the region and
our allies nearby. And it also breaks our
heart and violates our conscience.

That is why, now that the parties have
committed themselves to peace, we in the
United States are determined to help them
find the way back from savagery to civility,
to end the atrocities and heal the wounds of
that terrible war. That is why we are prepar-
ing our forces to participate there, not in
fighting a war, but in securing a peace root-
ed in the agreement they have freely made.

Standing here, thinking about the devasta-
tion in Bosnia, the long columns of hopeless
refugees streaming from their homes, it is
impossible not to recall the ravages that
were visited on your wonderful country 150
years ago—not by war, of course, but by nat-
ural disaster when the crops rotted black in
the ground.

Today, still, the Great Famine is seared in
the memory of the Irish nation and all car-
ing peoples. The memory of a million dead,
nearly two million more forced into exile—
these memories will remain forever vivid to
all of us whose heritage is rooted here.

But as an American, I must say as I did
just a few moments ago in Dublin downtown,
that in that tragedy came the supreme gift
of the Irish to the United States. The men,
women and children who braved the coffin
ships when Galway and Mayo emptied; when
Kerry and Cork took flight, brought a life
and a spirit that has enormously enriched
the life of our country.

The regimental banner brought by Presi-
dent Kennedy that hangs in this house re-
minds us of the nearly 200,000 Irishmen who
took up arms in our Civil War. Many of them
barely were off the ships when they joined
the Union forces. They fought and died at
Fredericksburg and Chancellorsville and
Gettysburg. Theirs was only the first of
countless contributions to our Nation from
those who fled the famine. But that con-
tribution enabled us to remain a nation and
to be here with you today in partnership for
peace for your nation and for the peoples
who live on this island.

The Irish have been building America ever
since— our cities, our industry, our culture,
our public life. I am proud that the delega-
tion that has accompanied me here today in-
cludes the latest generation of Irish Amer-
ican leaders in the United States, men and
women who remain devoted to increasing our
strength and safeguarding our liberty.

In the last century, it was often said that
the Irish who fled the great hunger were
searching for casleain na n-or—castles of
gold. I cannot say that they found those cas-
tles of gold in the United States, but I can
tell you this— they built a lot of castles of
gold for the United States in the prosperity
and freedom of our Nation. We are grateful
for what they did and for the deep ties to Ire-
land that they gave us in their sons and
daughters.

Now we seek to repay that in some small
way—by being a partner with you for peace.
We seek somehow to communicate to every
single person who lives here that we want for
all of your children the right to grow up in
an Ireland where this entire island gives
every man and woman the right to live up to
the fullest of their God-given abilities and
gives people the right to live in equality and
freedom and dignity.

That is the tide of history. We must make
sure that the tide runs strong here, for no
people deserve the brightest future more
than the Irish.
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God bless you and thank you. (Applause.)
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PRESIDENT CLINTON’S VISIT TO
ENGLAND, NORTHERN IRELAND,
AND IRELAND
Mr. PELL. Mr. President, the warm

reception President Clinton received
last week when he visited Ireland and
the United Kingdom was a fitting trib-
ute to his commitment to peace in
Northern Ireland.

President Clinton’s involvement in
the Northern Ireland issue helped bring
about the paramilitary cease-fires of
1994 and he continues to impact posi-
tively on the efforts for peace there.

On Friday evening, the Irish Govern-
ment hosted a dinner for President and
Mrs. Clinton at Dublin Castle. Irish
Prime Minister John Bruton spoke of
the President’s foreign policy suc-
cesses, especially his commitment to
bringing peace to Northern Ireland.
Prime Minister Bruton mentioned in
particular United States diplomatic ef-
forts and economic support, including
the International Fund for Ireland and
the Washington Conference on Invest-
ment which the President hosted in
May in Washington.

President Clinton commended the
Taoiseach for work with Prime Min-
ister Major which led to the recent an-
nouncement of the launch of the twin-
track process.

I commend to my colleagues the
toasts given by the President and
Taoiseach and I ask unanimous con-
sent that they be printed in the
RECORD.

There being no objection, the toasts
were ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:
REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT AND PRIME MIN-

ISTER BRUTON IN AN EXCHANGE OF TOASTS,
DUBLIN CASTLE, DUBLIN, IRELAND, DECEM-
BER 1, 1995
Mr. BRUTON. Mr. President, Finola and I

heartily welcome you and your wife, Hillary
Rodham Clinton, to our country. You have
seen for yourselves and felt for yourselves
the warmth of the affection and the admira-
tion in which you are held throughout this
island. The affection and admiration extends
to you personally, to your administration, to
the office that you hold, and particularly to
the great country that you need.

We welcome, too, the bipartisan congres-
sional delegation, representing your two
great political parties who have come with
you to Ireland.

Tonight is for remembering; it’s for cele-
brating and it’s for looking ahead. We think
of past Presidents of the United States who
have visited Ireland—in June 1963, John Fitz-
gerald Kennedy captivated Ireland as he cap-
tivated the world. To us, he was not only a
reminder of our past, but a vision of our fu-
ture. We thank you for sending the late
President’s sister, Jean Kennedy Smith, to
work with us now as your Ambassador. (Ap-
plause.)

The late President Richard Nixon visited
this country in 1970. And President Ronald
Reagan, who visited us in 1984, was, like you,
a great friend of this country; a great man
whose bravery in publicly acknowledging his
illness has given courage, reassurance and
consultation to millions across the globe
who face the same challenge in their lives.

The ties which bind Ireland and the United
States cover all human activity. The story of

the Irish in America is the story of America
itself. It’s a tale of extraordinary success,
shown in the presence here tonight of some
outstanding Irish Americans. But to the
spectacular achievements of the few must be
added the lesser triumphs of the many—Irish
farmers and builders; policemen and nurses;
teachers and firemen, who from Boston to
San Francisco have made America what it is
today.

In celebrating success let us not forget
hardship. This is the 150th anniversary of the
Great Famine which drove so many Irish to
seek refuge in America, where they found a
welcome and an ability to remake their lives
through sheer hard work.

As Ireland itself changes, so, too, does its
relationship with the United States. The
highly educated Irish emigrants of the 1980s
and 1990s are helping make America today a
stronger and a better place. They moved
back and forth between the old world and the
new with facility and ease. And many re-
turned here, having worked in the United
States, to become part of the young inter-
nationally-minded, well-trained work force
which, combined with a good tax and invest-
ment climate, make Ireland a natural home,
a natural base for great United States
cooperations like Intel, Motorola, Microsoft,
and Abbott.

In the 74 years since the treaty of 1921,
signed this week 74 years ago, this state of
ours, born in fire, has transformed itself into
a mature European democracy, secure in its
ethos, open to the world and proud of its
youth.

(Speaks in Gaelic.) (Applause.)
American political ideas of liberty, of gov-

ernment based on the consent of the gov-
erned and of the separation of powers, have
inspired our Irish Constitution. Your Con-
stitution also acknowledges the fact that
people do not always agree. Your second
President, John Adams, said that ‘‘America
has been a theater of parties and feuds for
nearly 200 years.’’ Judging from your own re-
cent experience, Mr. President, I think you
might agree with him. (Laughter.)

But quarrels pass; ideas remain. The use of
political power must be based on moral val-
ues. As President Jefferson said, ‘‘Our inter-
ests soundly calculated will ever be found in-
separable from our moral duties.’’ Moral du-
ties freely followed are the best compass in
personal relations, the best compass in do-
mestic politics, and the best compass in for-
eign policy.

We admire the achievements of your ad-
ministration in foreign policy—in Haiti, in
the Middle East, and most recently and most
notably, in Bosnia. Your country’s moral vi-
sion has helped bring peace and stability to
the world. I know that I speak for all in Ire-
land when I say thank you from the depth of
my heart for the sustained commitment that
you have shown in bringing peace to this
country. (Applause.)

At the beginning of your presidency you
said that you’d be there for the Irish not just
on one day of the year, but every day of the
year. You have lived up to that. And so, too,
has Vice President Gore, Secretary Chris-
topher, Tony Lake and his staff, and Senator
George Mitchell. You and they have given
your time and your energies not only to my-
self and to the Tanaiste, but to many politi-
cal figures from every side of the divide in
Northern Ireland. You’ve shown balance, as
you saw yesterday in Belfast and Derry.
You’ve won respect and confidence right
across the divide, across which it is almost
impossible to win common respect—the re-
spect that you have won, Mr. President.

And America has backed its words with
deeds, as we’re seeing in the work of the
International Fund for Ireland, and most no-
tably, in the follow-through of your initia-

tive, the Washington Conference on Invest-
ment in Ireland.

In Northern Ireland, the key to success and
agreement is dialogue. And in dialogue, all
must accept those on the other side as they
are, not as they might wish them to be. Irish
Nationalism is beginning to understand and
respect Unionism. Unionists are beginning to
understand and respect Nationalism. Both
must coexist and must grow together.

The principle of consent is profoundly im-
portant. Consent means that the constitu-
tional status of Northern Ireland cannot be
changed without the agreement of the people
there. But consent also means that the sys-
tem of government in Northern Ireland must
be one to which both communities can agree.
In one sense, neither side has a veto. And
yet, in another sense, both sides have a veto.
So getting agreement isn’t going to be easy.

And I believe that we will find in some
words of yours, Mr. President, the inspira-
tion that will help us find that illusive
agreement. Let us think of all the good that
people do on a daily basis—in schools and
health care and in business in Northern Ire-
land. Let us think of the kindness the people
there continue to show to one another every
day of the week, across the religious divide
even at the height of 25 years of trouble.
That spirit needs to be reflected in politics.

You said in your inaugural address,
‘‘There’s nothing wrong with America that
cannot be cured by what is right with Amer-
ica.’’ I say there’s nothing wrong with North-
ern Ireland that cannot be cured by what is
right with Northern Ireland. There is noth-
ing wrong between North and South on this
island that cannot be cured by what is right
between North and South on this island. And
there’s nothing wrong between Britain and
Ireland that cannot be cured by what is al-
ready right between Britain and Ireland.

While you were still a presidential can-
didate, in an interview, I believe, to The New
York Times in 1992—June, I believe it was—
you said, ‘‘If you live long enough you’ll
make mistakes. But if you learn from those,
you’ll be a better person. It’s how you handle
adversity, not how it affects you. The main
thing is never quit, never quit, never quit.’’
Do you remember saying that? (Applause.)

We will not quit. We will not quit in our
search for a balanced, fair and just settle-
ment on this island, and between this island
and its neighbors to which all can give equal
allegiance.

I’d like to propose a toast—to the Presi-
dent and the people of the United States of
America. The President and the people of the
United States.

(A toast is offered.) (Applause.)
THE PRESIDENT. To the Taoiseach and Mrs.

Bruton, and to all of our hosts. Hillary and
I are honored to be here tonight with all of
you, and to be here in the company of some
of America’s greatest Irish Americans, in-
cluding Senator George Mitchell, who has
taken on such a great and difficult task; a
bipartisan congressional delegation headed
by Congressman Walsh; many members of
the Ambassador’s family, including Kathleen
Kennedy Townsend, Lt. Governor of Mary-
land; the Mayors of Chicago and Los Ange-
les; Secretary Riley, the Secretary of Edu-
cation; Mark Gearan, Director of the Peace
Corps. And as I said, we have the Secretary
of Commerce, Ron Brown, tonight, who wish-
es, more than ever before in his life, that he
were Irish. (Laughter.) I think he is down
deep inside. (Laughter.)

I thank you also for—I see the Mayor of
Pittsburgh here—I know I’ve left out some
others—my wonderful step-father, Dick
Kelley, who thought it was all right when I
got elected President. But when I brought
him home to Ireland he knew I had finally
arrived. (Laughter and applause.)
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